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By Dr. Susan Bliss

General Capabilities
Learning Across Curriculum

http://australian-curriculum.org/studentdiversity/gifted-and-talented-students-general-capabilities-and-cross-curriculum-priorities 
https://news.bostes.nsw.edu.au/blog/2012/11/12/learning-across-the-curriculum  
https://syllabus.nesa.nsw.edu.au/hsie/geography-k10/learning-across-the-curriculum/  
https://img00.deviantart.net/325d/i/2015/120/6/c/creative_thinking_by_bknight-d35izbr.jpg
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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM: SEVEN GENERAL CAPABILITIES

The following seven General Capabilities are integrated across Australian curriculums F-10

Background https://i.pinimg.com/736x/49/dd/0e/49dd0e0417e276c151e9d379b783a0ce--national-curriculum-australian-curriculum.jpg
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GENERAL CAPABILITIES: COMPONENTS

Teachers are expected to teach and assess general capabilities to the extent that they are incorporated within 
each learning area F-10

Graphics: https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/general-capabilities-over/general-capabilities-overview/Australian-Curriculum-General-Capabilities.
pdf

Background http://bluesecure.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/xtrap.jpg
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WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CREATIVE THINKING 
AND CRITICAL THINKING?

Background https://www.parhlo.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/03-18.jpg

WHAT IS CULTURE?
HOW CAN STUDENTS’ DEVELOP CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING?

http://teamsigmasocialstudies.weebly.com/uploads/2/2/7/0/22708616/parts-of-culture.png
http://www.visitourchina.com/images/chinaguide/hot_cultrue_pic.jpg



©  AETA            5

NSW EDUCATION STANDARDS AUTHORITY (NESA):
THREE EXTRA GENERAL CAPABILITES

The following General Capabilities, Difference and Diversity, Civics and Citizenship and Work and Enterprise, 
are integrated across NSW syllabuses K-10

Background: http://capitaleventsmarketing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/02-Creative-Thinking.jpg

WHAT IS DIFFERENCE AND DIVERSITY?
The General Capability, Difference and Diversity, is integrated across NSW syllabuses K-10

Diagram: http://sites.psu.edu/testingsite/wp-content/uploads/sites/14618/2014/10/diversity.png
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WHAT IS CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP?

The General Capability, Civics and Citizenship, is integrated across NSW syllabuses K-10

Civics and Citizenship Education http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/
•	 NSW Parliament includes a range of educational programs including information about organising a 

visit toparliament.
•	 Federal parliamentary education office is designed for students and includes role play activities for Years 

6 to 9.
•	 Australian electoral commission. Teacher resources section includes a range of fact sheets and 

onlineprofessional learning on how to run an election.
•	 Museum of Australian Democracy provides Immersive learning experiences for students and a range 

ofresources for Years 5 to 12.
•	 Civics and citizenship education contains a range resources, information, activities and links for 

teachers,students and parents.
•	 Search Scootle and ABC Splash for teaching and learning activities.

The Shape of the Australian Curriculum: Civics and Citizenship  
http://docs.acara.edu.au/resources/Shape_of_the_Australian_Curriculum__Civics_and_Citizenship_251012.
pdf
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WHAT IS WORK AND ENTERPRISE?

The General Capability, Work and Enterprise, is integrated across NSW syllabuses K-10

https://syllabus.nesa.nsw.edu.au
Image: https://www.intheblack.com/~/media/intheblack/allimages/careers/2015/future-work-feature.jpg


