ILD LABOUR IN INDIA'S MICA MINES




e Approximately 60% of the world’s mica.contes. from India. Around 95% of India’s mica is. oo
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el e T o decades since.most mica-mines in. India.were closed on enviranmental graunds..However, the - sl T
ot closures prompted many people;tq resort-to jHegal mining, pushing childrén’into hazardous work: .- - T- Tl e
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e According to UN Child Conventions, it's illegal for children under 14 years to I BN
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L Organisation says minors working in a mine is the worst form of child labour. R IR RE R
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--------- ‘As the sun crawls up the sky in Koderma, abandoned mica mines start shimmering in its reflection. ST

j :j : j: j :j :j:j:j:j Driven by hunger pangs, a group of sleepy children from a neighbouring village trudges towards the :j:j :j : j: j :j :j : j
-.+.+.-.+-.- .-+ Charki mines, holding mining tools in their hands.’ NI
| “Five-year-old Ajay Das hurriedly slips into a narrow hole and starts his day. His tiny hands can RN

................. barely balance the hammer, but he still hits the shimmering wall accurately and breaks the flakes off ~ |.-.-.-.-.-.- ..

................. it. The mineral that falls off in flakes is called mica, which is used to add glitter in natural cosmetics. |*.=.=.=.".".".".

-------- Ajay works six days a week.’.... ‘After toiling for 7-8 hours a day, Ajay manages to earn a paltry sum |- =.7. . .".".".

----------------- of Rs 20.” http://www.pointblank?7.in/?p=3220
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